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H. J. BRETT & C0’S. STATEMENT
AS T0 THEIR WASHINGTON
COUNTY CONVICT CAMP

They Say Charges of
Bad Conditions
Are False.

MATTER IS INVESTIGATED BY
COMMITTEES FROM FOUR DIF-
FERENT COUNTIES AND FAVOR-
ABLE REPORTS ARE MADE.j
STORY OF INVESTIGATIONS,

Clarkson, Fla., March 4, 1905.
Editor Pensacola Journal,

During the last past two or three
months the people of West Florida
have heard a great deal about the coa-
vict eamp of H: J. Brett & Co,, located
in Washington county: Florida, and
since this matter is of vital impor-
tance to all Joyal citizens, I fell that
the whole truth should be made pub-

lic,

The firm of H. J. Brett & Co., naval
stores manufacturers, is under coan-
tract with nearly all of the West Flori-
da counties for the hire of the county
convicts, or those upon whom jail sen-
tences are imposed. The county of
Walton is included in the list, and
sbout six months ago the Breeze, pub-

. lished at DeFuniak Springs, in Walton

county, began a vehement agitation
of the good roads question, denounc-
ing the leasing of the county convicts,
and advocating their employment on
the public roads. Now, the Breeze is
a rantankerous advocate of good
roads, and I admit that the good roads
movement is worthy of all commenda-
tion: but this same Breeze, always
erratic, unstable and sensational, re-
sorted to evil, in order that good might
result. Deeming a legitirpate, gradual
education of the people along this line,
too slow, it fell foul of the convict sys-
tem in general and of the Brett camp
in particular, and in order to make
the people adopt its own abberrated
and distorted view, flushed its columns
with falsehood and misrepresentation,
The editor of the Breedge, if confront-
ed with the facts that a full investi-
gation has developed, would probably
say that he was guided by reports that
had every appearance of being reliabie,
But the boldness with which he has
published statements that were abso-
lutely false stamps as almost criminal
his failure to ascertain the facts, be-
fore branding his fellow citizens as so
sowardly cruel as to inflict privation,
yunger and cold upon those whom an

F

| separated, and are not corraled togeth-

ankind Fate, or adverse surroundings|

had placed in their power.

No one has more sympathy fpr our
social outcastis, and those who are
banded as criminals, than I, and no

FIT
EPILEPSY
Congressmen

GURED TO STAY CURED

Emineat Judges, Ministers,
and the mpdfcta.i press declare mLeurcs
rmapent. 1 cure sfterothers fall. It
oesn't matter how severe thecase, I can
cure it. 1 want to send you the fvrmf. |
will send you my booklet on Epilepsy by
return mail FREE. Write ay.

Gr. W. Towns, Fond du Lac, Wis.
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Speak
For
Themselves.

The sale of JUNG'S RED ¥
HART BEER in Pensa- %
cola last summer more
than doubled the sale 0(%
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any two other brands.
Since then it has made
many new converts and
the sale will be eveni
larger this summer. Why? 3

It is the §
Best 10¢ Beer§

on the market. Tt is an
excellent appetizer, a
good tonic; it is mild and
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it does not make you
bilious. Try it

Lewis Bear

one would be more reluctant to im-
Fose conditions that would make their
lot harder. 1 know the emotions of
shame and remorse, and the hungering
for something better, that rends the
hearts of the majority of those who
are committed to prison, and I make it
my business to see that those who are
sent to our camp are treated in a ¢on-
siderate and humane manner, given
plenty of wholesome food, and pro-
vided with warm comfortable quarters
for rest and repose. In these quarters
the whites and the blacks are entirely

er as has been falsely stated.

But the Breeze had started the bail
rolling, the Walton county comm.s-
gioners wanted to work their convicts
on the public roads, and an influential
citizen of their own county had ex-
pressed himself as desirous of con-
tracting for their convict labor. The
sluice gates were open, the movement |
had gained impetus, and something|
had to be done. And so it happened
that. on a bright SUNDAY morning
a committee of the County Commis-|
sionerg of Walton county turned their
faces eastward and wended their way
to the *“inigquitous” camp at which
their “poor unfortunates” were confiu-
ed—on Sunday morning, when the;
people of Walton county were gather-|
ed at their churches for worship, and
while the church bells of classic De-
Funiak Springs were calling men and
women away from the things of the
world, and closer to God, these repre-
sentative men slipped out from the
holy surroundings and hied them away
at the people’s expense, to look after
the people’'s business. And what was
the result? They did what they
came to do, and what they wanted to
do. They found fault with everything
connected with the camp and made an
altogether adverse report. It has of-
ten been said that, bad as this oid
world is, and soaked as it is in sin and
error, it would be difficult to find any-
thing that is altogether bad and to-
tally depraved; but the Committee
from Walton county decided that the
convict camp of H. J. Brett & Co. is
a notable and outrageous exception to
this general rule.

We felt that an injustice had beean
done us, and immediately requested
all the counties with which we had
contracts, to send like committees of
investigation. The counties of Santa
Rosa, Holmes, Washington and Jack-
son complied with this request, with'
the result that all of the commmesl
reported fayorably, and some of them
very complimentary.

Walton county’'s committee report-|
ed that our stockade was located on'
Jow, wet and unhealthy ground, but
in the few days ejapsing between the
time of their visit and the visits of
the other four committees, this same
ground had, if we are to believe all
five reports, grown to be elevated and
well draiped. The Breeze stated posi-|
tively that the inmates of the camp
were given only Irish potatoes as food
for several days at a time, but when
these four unbiased committees cama,
their most rigid private questioning
of the convicts themselves brought out
the fact that they had been abundant-
Iy supplied with good, wholesome food
at all times since they had been confin-
ed at the camp.

Two of these committees made writ-
ten reports, and I have letters from

| elerks of the two boards, all of which
I here insert:

' of

Report From Santa Rosa County.
To the Honorable Board of County

Commissioners, Santa Rosa coun-

ty. Florida:
Gentlemen.—Pursuant to the order

the board, appointing me to ex-
amine into the conditions of the con-
vict camp of Messrs. H. J. Brett & Co.
and on the way the convicts were
treated there, I beg leave to make
the following report.

ist. I find that the convicts get plen-

ity to eat.

| room.

|
|

{

2d. 1 find that they have reasonably;

good bedding. |

3rd. 1 find that they have separate
departments for white and black.

4th. 1 find a stove (heater) in each;

department. !

5th. I find a closet in a separale

]

|

I find Ira Mins, the cook, washer and |
darner, and | questioned him, ag I
did all the others, separate from any|
of the lessors or guards, and he feeds
the others and gives them plenty to
eat, also that he is not confined or:
guarded, and has all the privileges he;
couid expect. Miller, the other con-|
viet from our county, says he is trea!-|
ed asg well as he could expect.

[ find that they have plenqy of mat-|
tresses and cover. Some of the older
comforts and blankets are not clean,|
but 1 don't suppose they could well be
kept in condition in the colored de-
partment,

I found one white prisoner there,
from Jackson county, and he said he
could not complain of the treatment,
as everything was as well as could!
be expected.

Very respectfully submitted,
J. M. SEIGLER, Committee.

January 17th, 1905.

Report From Holmes County.
Westville, Fla., Feb,, 6, 1905,
To the Honorable Board of County
Commissioners for Holmes coun-
ty, Florida, Greeting:

We, the undersigned members of
your board, appointed to visit the con-
vict camp of lg J. Brett & Company,
in Washington county, Florida, inves-
tigate the conditions of convicts con-
fined there, and report to your honor-
able board, respectfuily submit the fol-
lowing report:

On the 17th day of January, 1905,
we visited the said econvict camp and
made a thorough investigation of the
conditions of convicts confined there,
as regards sanitary conditiond, food,
housing, clothing and so-forth.

e to be

We found the
mﬂm".“ut and well heated with two

' The commissioners were indeed glad

! Letter From the Clerk of the Board of

good heaters, located on ground with
good elevation and fair drainage. Weo
found in this stockade-house a parti-
tion separating white from colored
prisoners, and the convicts told us
that the inmates of the two  colors
were not kept together. The bedding
in this stockade-house seemed amply
sufficient and comfortable,

We were not present at any regular
meal time, but we saw a man eating
hig dinner from a tin pail, and he told
us that all the convicts had plenty to
eat. The cook for the camp aiso told
us the same. The man we saw eating
his dinner was a white man and the
cook was a negro. Both were convicts
and talked with us freely and confi-
dentially. - .

On the whole, we consider the con-
dition at this conviet camp all that
could be expected at an institution of
this kind, in the matter of neatness,
health and comfort. In fact, we con-
sider the management there as far
above the average.

Respectfully submitted,
H. H. BROWN,
J. R. LEVINS,
Members of Committee.

Letter From the Clerk of the Jackson
County Board. Y
Marianna, Fla., Feb. 11, 1905.
H. J. Brett & Company,
Bonifay, Florida.

Dear Sirs.—The commnrittee, compos-
ed of H. H. Lewig, Sheriff, aug J. M.
Barnes, member of the board of coun-
ty commissioners of Jacksom cofinty,
appointed by the board of county com-
missioners on January 7, ult,, to inves-
tigate your conviet.camp in“which a
number of Jackson county convicts
are confined, made a verbal report to
the Board of commissioners on the
6th inst. The report covered the
whole ground, and was indeed satis-
afctory. Only two points were men-
tioned where there was any room for
complaint—one referring to beddinz
of prisoners, and one to the lack of
window shutters on the cellp where
the prisoners are confined. The com-
mittee told the commissioners of your
pledge to attend to this matter at once,

to know that the reports semt out, as
to the unsanitary conditions of your
camp, and the mistreatment of the
prisoners, were merely fabrications,
with little or ne truth in the asser-
tions made.
Very truly yours,
W. A. McRAE.

Washington County.
Vernon, Fla., Feb. 10, 1905.
Mr. H. J. Brett, |
Clarkson, Fla.

Dear Sir:—No written report was
filed, but Mr. Swindle made a very
complimentary verbal report of what
he found there.

Yours very truly,
W. C, LOCKEY, Clerk.

(This letter from Mr. Lockey was in
reply to my request for a copy of the
committee’s report on the state of af-|
fairs at our camp.)

These facts need but to be stated|
for any reasonable man to see that in|
all this Walton county hubbub there
was something other than a desire for
right, truth and justice, and to see,
also, that a great deal of wilful and
malicious misrepresentation has en-
tered into this attempt to make it ap-
pear that we are heartless and inhu-
man. But we have been vindicated
by unbiased official reports and are
now willing to trust judgment at the
hands of our fellow citizens of Florida.

H. J. BRETT & CO.,
By H. J. BRETT.

A household necessity—Dr. Thomas’
Electric 0Oil. Heals burns, cuts,
wounds of any sort; cures sore throat,
croup, catarrh, asthma; never fails.

Pabst
Blue Ribbon
Bottle Beer,

has no equal.
Sold everywhere,

S. A. Friedman

Wholesale Distributer.

Leader in Imported Wines
and Liquors.

PHONE 179,
No. 331 SOUTH PALAFOX ST.

PENSACOLA, FLA.

———
——

When You Come
10 Town

for a stay of afew
days, you can have
your laundry done

quickly by
The Star Steam
Laundry,

19 E. Garden St. Phone 114,
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The greatest thing in the world
— A Mother’s Love; the love she
lavishes on her children; the love her §
child shonld have for her; without this §
love she could not endure the agonies in- F
cident to childbirth ; appreciative of this §
love, Mother’s Friend was devised to les- §
sen the pain and anguish of childbirth, §
that her love might not be strained to the §
breaking point. Mother’s Friend doesall |
this and more—it enables the fond mother 1
to speedily recuperate from the labors of
maternity, enzbm her to regain her lost [
strength, preserves her youthful lines of
beauty, and makes pregnancy her crown- §
ing joy without any thorns to mar it, :‘

Mother’s Friend |

is applied externally, is most harmless in
its consistency, most happy in its results,
and is of such merit that no case of labor
should be conducted without its use. Itis
a liniment for massage of the abdominal
muscles during pregnancy, and by its use
their tonicity and power of contraction is
greatly enhanced, enabling them to sus-
tain the great strain brought to bear on
them at this time. It is Mother’s Friend.
The name should be enough to recoms.
mend it to all who expect to be mothers,
Send for free book containing information
of priceless value to all expectant mothers.
BRADFIELD REGULATOR ©O.
Atianta, Ga.

Dr. T. G. YATES

-« OPTICIAN...

Room 412, Thelsen Bullding.
is a graduate In medicine and has

been an Eye Specialis: for 20
years. Examinatior free.

FLORIDA PRESS
ASSOCIATION

COL. APPLEYARD TALKS OF
COMING MEETING AT LAKE
CITY—SESSION FOR
BUSINESS ONLY.

GERMANS ARE
GOOD CITIZENS

FLORIDA SHOULD MAKE EFFORT
TO PROFIT BY ESTABLISH-
MENT OF NEW GERMAN
LINE TO SOUTH-

ERN PORTS.

(Tampa Times.)

The Times has always stood as the
advocate of systematic work along the]
line of encouraging immigration, and
evnis that have transpired in the
gouth within the past few years have!
only added additional earnestness to
its pleas.

The south is in the transition stage.
It is building faster than any other
section of tue country. It is offering
greater inducements than any other
section to the arrivals from the old
countries of Europe. Like many an-
other good thing, however, this fact;
is not appreciated, and as a result,)
thousands starve in New York tene-
ments, when plenty would be theirs in

the south. }
Collier’'s Weekly in its current issue/

has the following interesting para-
graph in regard to the institution of
a new steamship line that is to deflect
touristg travel from the populous north
to portions of the south:

“The North German Lloyd Steam-
ship company has decided to establish
a new emigrant line between Bremen
and Galveston, with a view to dividing
the stream of immigration that is now
congesting New York and Chicago.
This is in accordance with the views
of Commissioner-General Sargent, who
has urged that every effort should be
made to distribute the European ar-
rivalg over the country. Texas alone
has room for more than the entire pop-
ulation of Germany. The attractions
of the south are beginning to be ap-
preciated by American homeseekers
as well. One line of railroad took]|

487 of them irom Chicago to a singl::}
county in Alabama within six weeks. |
More new settlers are entering Texas, |
now than for years past, and Oklaho-|
ma, Mississippi and Alabama are re-|
ceiving substantial additions to their|
population. The railroad agents ib |
the northeastern states report that the|
migration from that region to the|
British possessions has subsided,- and|
that the stream is running toward the|
southwest. During the statehood :Ie-!

bate in the senate it was asserted rhatl
|

Oklahoma and the Indian territpry
which had 790,351 inhabitants in 1900,
had grown since the census to nearly
1,500,000.” ‘

Here is a proposition that Tampa]
and all Florida should not be slow|
to grasp. Vessels rounding the Flor- |

would not be materially delayed by
gtopping at a point like Tampa, which
is almost on tlie direct route north o
Galveston. If proper inducements

The Jacksonviile Times-Union a day|
or so ago contained the following in-!
terview relative to the coming meet-|
Ing of the Florida Press Association: |

Colonel T. J. Appleyard, editor of
the Lake City Index, and secretary
and treasurer of the Florida Press As-|
sociation, was at the Aragon last night, |

To a Times-Union reporter Mr. Ap-
pleyard said that the coming meeting,
of the Florida Press Association at|
Lake City March 22-24, bids fair to!
have the largest attendance of any !
the history of the body. Nearly every
assignment made by the executive|
committee has been accepted, he says,!
and the people of Lake City are en-|
thusiastic over having the Florida quill|
drivers among them for a few days. |

“This session,” said Mr. Appleyard,|
“will be for business only. We de-|
parted from our usual custom last year
in Jacksonville, and went off on a
jaunt. The result was that matters|
we should have discussed—of interest|
and benefit to ourselves and the state
—were not attended to. We will have
an outing this summer-—possibly thes
arrangements [ am making will taks
them to Carolina—but at this meeting
we are going to talk about things that
will help us all. The school system,
the state fair and the primary electlon
law are all assigned places on the prot
gram. Prof. Guilllinus has agreed to
tell us about the first named, and what
he says will be discussed by some of
the best debaters in Florida. Colonel
Stovall of Tampa says he will be on
hand, to show why a state fair is of
benefit to us, and that he will handle
his subject in a masterly manner goes
without saying. Colonel Slocumb of
the St. Petersburg Times, a sketch ar-
tist and cartoonist of prominence, will
tell of the primary grafter, while Colo-
nel Joe Humphries will discuss the
subject with him from the standpoint
of elected and @efeated canMdates.
Frank Walpole has also announced
that he will be there, and Frank Mayes
never misses. Governor Broward
writes me he will attend and make a
talk. Besides these , Dodson of At-
lanta and the Southern Printers Ware-
house Co. of Washington have promis-
ed to come down with an exhibit for
the boys—an attention we have never
had before. We can take care of tha
crowd, and specia] rates will be made
by the hotels. Every one of the trans-
portation lines, through their passen-
ger departments, has granted (the
usual courtesies, applications for
which will be sent to members this
week. This will'include a lady mem-
ber of the editor’'s family. You can
just say that this is to be a memorable
gathering, and a high old time will be
had.”

Colonel Applevard came down es-
pecially to meet the distinguished New
York Democrat, Hon. Elliott Danforth,
and accompany him and his wife to
Tallahassee. Colonel Edwin Brobsion
will show the visitors around the ecity
today, and tomorrow morning they
leave for Florida’s capitol city.

Hives are a terrible torment to the
little folks, and to some older ones.
Easily cured. Deoan’s Ointment neve,

! At any drug store, 50 cents..

fails. Instant relief, permanent cure.

were held out, if proper energetic ac-
tion were taken, an alternate steamer
on the line, at least, might be induced
to stop at this port for the accommo-
dation of emigrants bound to this city.

The man who comes from Germany
furnish the best of citizens. They
are thrifty, frugal, home-loving and|
home-making. They understand that
the dollar is to be made by honest toil |
and they are educated in various|
trades to make this dollar honestly. |

The advent of a strong German im-’
migration to Tampa, to south Florida
and to the entire state, in fact, would
mean the starting up of many new in-|
dustries. These immigrants have ac-
quired their trade learning in a coun-|
try where an apprenticeship is more|
than a name, and their skill would|

{ mean the commencement of many va-!

ried industries now impossible, |

From the time that this Hne is put
in operation, thousandg of immigrants |
will be literally pouring by our doors, |
to be landed in Texas and other sec-|
tions, where conditions are no better, |
and frequently not as good for their|
welfare as they wounld be in Florida. |
To take no action looking to the dn—]
flecting of a portion of this stream to|
Tampa woukl be shert-sighted in the|
extreme.

As good return cargoes could be se-|
cured here as in Galveston even thougp '
the bulk is not as great, affd the mar-|
ket for Buropean commodities would |

ulation.

There is no reason why, with a Ea-
ropean steamer line stopping at this
port, that the local wholesale houses |
ghould not become the main distrihu‘-!
ing peints for European commoditiesi

|

throughout the entire south.

The proposition will bear looking
into from every standpoint, and it
would not be inadvisabl: to consider
it seriously, chimerical thoagh it may
appear to some at first sight,

The Best Cough Syrup.

S. L. Apple, ex-Probate Judge, Otta-
wa Co., Kansas, writes: “This is tn
say that I have used Ballard’s Hore-
hound Syrup for years, and that I do
not hesitate to recommend it as the
best cough syrup I have ever used.”
25c, B0c and $1. Soid by all drug-
gists.

ONE AND A HALF
PER CENT INTEREST

TAXPAYER, PLEASE ADD TO
YOUR STATEMENTS RENDERED
IN FEBRUARY THE ABOVE INTER.
EST, 13, PER CENT BEFORE SEND-
ING IN. YOURS TO PLEASE,

N. McK. OERTING,
TAX COLLECTOR.

Escambia Lodge No. 15, F. & A, M,

Regular communication of

Escambia Lodge No. 15 F. &

A. M, will be held Monday

evening, March 6 at 7:30
o'clogk. Visiting brethren welcome.
VAL. H  WRIGHT, w. M,

W. G. DAILEY, Sec.

2

be as heavy in proportion to our pop-l

H. L. COVINGTON, President.
C. W. LAMAR, Vice-President.

Henry L. Covington.
J. M. Pteiffer.
Bryan Dunwody,
Frank Reilly.
W. S. Rosasco.
T. F. McGourin.
F. E. Brawner.
C. W. Lamar.
J. R. Saunders.
Accounts of Banks, Individuals,

No. 5603.

M.
JN

" The American National Bank

OF PENSACOLA, FLA.

DESIGNATED DEPOSITORY OF UNITED STATES.
Capital Stock, $200,000.
DIRIBOTORNS

Corporations, ard
Four per cent. interest paid on Time Deposits.

E. CLARK, Cashier,
Q. PFEIFFER, Asst. Cashier,

Surplus, $40,000.

: S. J. Foshee, .

A. M. Avery.

W. H. Milton, Jr,
O. B. Maura.

W. L. Cawthon.
C. A. O'Neal.

Dr. W. J. Hannah.
McKenzie Oerting.
Alex. McGowin.
C. M. Covington.

e . Ghins
Firms Solicite

92000002
No. 4837.
L. HILTON GREEN, President. T. E. WELLES, Vice-President <
R. M. BUSHNELL, Cashier. MANSFIELD MOREXNO, Asst. Cashier :
L) - -
»
Citizens National Bank, :
Pensacola, Fla. :
DIRECTORS, :
George W. Wright. Morris Bear. T >
Rix M. Robinson. L. Hilton Green. :
A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED. :
— Bl
The directors and officers of this bank seolicit co-responde: n ;
z accounts upon terms consistent with conservative ang pruder - kY
z ing principles. :
o9

——

WM. H. KNOWLES, PrEsIDENT.
THOS. W. BRENT, Assrt. CAsHIER.

W. K.HYER, Jr., V.-Pres. Axp Cas

'

W. N. ROBERTS, Asst. CAsHIER.

FIRST
NATIONAL BANK,

of Pensacola, Fla.

DIRECTORS:

F. C. Brent, W. A. Blount, Wm. H. Knowles

W. K. Hyer, Jr., D. G, Brent.
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC EXCHANGE BOUGHT AND SOL?

We draw our own Bills of Ex-
change on Great Britain, Ireland,
Germany, France, Austria, Italy,
Holland, Spain, Belgium, Russia,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and
other European countries.

Vessels disbursed upon the Most

Favorable Terms, and their obli
gations taken Payable at Port of
Destination Ten Days After Ves-
sel Arrives there,

ida peninsula and sailing to Galvestor | Safety Deposit Boxes For Rent, in Connection with which we

have a Private Department for the use of Renters.

Savings Department—Interest Paid on Dec-
posits at Rate of 4 per cent per Annum.

i J. S. REESE, President.
R. M. CARY, Vice-President.

THEPEOPLE’'S BANK OF PENSACOLA.

Directors—L. J. Reeves, J. S. Reese, W. DeC, Kessler, R. M. Cary,
W. A. D’Alemberte, T. A. Jennings.
TRANSACTS A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS.
YOUR ACCOUNT IS RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED

PLVE2000009009000900 01
E. W. MENEFEBE, Cashler. 3
1
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R. M. CARY, 1

COAL

Jellico,

Offices 43 S. Palafox
Street,

Phone 93,

or

Littie Cahaba,

Orders left at either

will receive prompt attention.

Brookwood.

Retail Yards: Cor. Tar-
ragona and Gonzalez
Streets, Phone 6,
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Solid Car Loads of
SASH AND DOORS. -

We have completed the installation of the finest
woodrworking machinery in West Florida, and are
selling sash and doors in car load lots.

Special prices to contractors.

J. R. SAUNDERS, President.

©ensacola,

Saunders Milli Company :
Phone 717. |
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W. C. MACKEY, Sec.-T

Florida.

NOT BEEN BOLTTD.

Cor. Carden and Alcaniz.

FRESHLY GROUND CHOPS FROM WHICH THE MEAL HAS

UNEXCELLED “SUCRENE” STOCK AND DAIRY FEEDS
BEST OF OATS, CORN AND HAY.

F. S. MELLEN & CO.

THE GRAINMAN,

a3 R

WHEAT TO MAKE HENS LAY. ;'
TEXAS RED RUST-PROOF SEED OATS. }
FRESH LUMP LIME. :
LOWEST PRICES CONSISTENT WITH QUALITY, !
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PHONE 334
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Read The qurﬁal’é Want Ad: Columns
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